


Gold Panning 101

Get down to business, continued: 

Step 4.  Periodically level out your pan and shake it back and forth and side to side. This will help bring the gravel and dirt to the top 
making it easier to wash out of the pan. It will also aide the gold and black sand sink to the bottom. 

Repeat Steps 3 & 4 until there is only about one cup (or less) of heavier material left in your pan. This material is usually called black 
sand or concentrate.

Step 5.  Now to the exciting part of gold panning. Sifting through the black sands and getting to the gold. It  is a good idea to do this 
over a second pan or tub just incase you wash off to much. It would be a shame to loose the gold you have worked so hard for. This 
part of the process is done out of the water.

With about 1 inch of water left in your pan, tilt the pan slightly towards you and slowly swirl the water in a circular motion. You are 
looking for nuggets and pieces of gold that can easily be picked out by hand. Use the tweezers to extract the gold because the oils 
from your hands can cause the gold dust to fl oat in the water and be washed away. 

Step 6.  Once the nuggets are out of the pan and safely in your vile, repeat steps 3 and 4 to extract the fi nal particles of gold. This is 
the most critical part of panning. Take your time so you don’t loose your gold in the river. 

Step 7.  This is where the plastic pan becomes important. Once your feel that you are down only to black sand and gold. Tilt the pan 
slightly away from you and swirl your magnet on the underside of your pan. (you still should have about 1 inch of water in your pan) 
This will isolate the gold from the black sand. Pick the gold fl akes out with your tweezers and put them in your small glass vial. 

If you have a metal pan, you can also use your snuffer bottle (if you have one) to suck out the fi ne gold or to quirt the black sand out of 
your way.

If you notice gold fl oating on top of the water, squeeze a couple drops of dish soap in the pan to break the surface tension of the water 
allowing the gold to sink and be extracted.
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